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Sociology Department of 
Southern Methodist University 
made a survey on the misuse 
of urban tourist camps, it was 
but a recently developed phe- 
nomenon of American life. 
Startling facts, proving that 
a new haven for Illicit love had 
sprouted in the outskirts of . 
clues, were revealed. One 
might think that the public, 
aware of this new evil, would 
remedy it. Instead, tourist 
camps became more and more 
prevalent; today there are 
thousands of auto camps 
throughout the country where 
many couples have gone wrong. 

There are legitimate tour- 
ist camps catering to travelers, 
but according to head G-Man 
y Edgar Hoover, there are at 
least, several thousand camps 
whose proprietors will not re- 
fuse the use of their camps for . 
immoral purposes. To many 
of those who run such camps, 
the illegitimate business of 
renting out cabins to unmar- 
ried couples is known astoe 
«couple trade.” It pays better - 
than regular transient hotel 
business for these reasons: _ 
Guests use the cabins only a 

‘ short time, making them avaB- 

‘ able for others; a steady, re- r 
peat business follows; the sale 
. of contraceptive goods is was- . 

■ tlmee-ah accessory business 
to the renting of the ca b i n s. 


NOTHING Htt BEEN DONE 

By H. LW 


I By H. LrRITCHETT 

Dept, of Sociology. Southern 
Methodist University 

S INCE the publication of the study 
conducted by our Department of . 
Sociology at Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity into the use of tourist camps for 
illicit purposes, we have been askea 
many times, "What has been done to 
stamp out the evil?" The answer, so far 
as I know, is NOTHING. Research to. 
sociology is like research In any other, 
science. It is for the purpose of finding r 
out. That is what we did and when 
had done that, we merely Pfjf"**?. 
.findings. We do not accept the role of 

'reformer. But the fact that the d^ior- 
able situation still exists is indicated by 
studies made throughout ^ e ^oun tnr by 
non-partisan groups. J. Edgar Hoover, 
head of the Federal Bureau of H»ve*H 
gation, confirmed It in a recent article 
hi a national monthly— going even far 
ther by pointing out ‘b* 4 
camps are habitats for sub n>sa l ov* 
affairs, and also that they are breeding 

!» “ee 

tent out a young woman and a^ybunit 

ETta spite of the fact they teld these : 
managers that they were not married. 
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•I WHO USE CABINS FOR ILLICIT PURPOSES^ 

T HOSE who misuse tourist cabins must have a girl, 
a car and the price — ranging from fifty cents to four 
dollars. Every occupational and economic stratum, with 
the upper classes relatively more numerous, are Included 
in this clientele. The friendly couples who seek enjoy- 
ment at these tiny lodges are so numerous that they ma.ce 
commercialized vice in them a negligible factor. Ana 
chances are that the cabins 1 occupants come from tne 
better residential sections rather than the disorganized 
areas of a city. The pictograph below represents a cross- 
section of men who made regular use of auto camps in 
the outskirts of Dallas. Texas, as compiled by Southern 
Methodist University’s Department of Sociology sur ey. 
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SOME CABINS ARE OPEN ONLY TO LEGITIMATE TRAVELERS: 



There are tourist camps whose sole purpose is to provide trav- 
elers with an overnight resting place. The couples — who must • 
be married — have to register, must bear the scrutiny of the 
owner or his wife. Such camps have every hotel advantage. 
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A legitimate tourist camp is well furnished, has a complete bathroom with hot and 
cold running water. The beds are comfortable, neat, clean and serviceable. Oc- 
cupants have baggage, do not move furtively, for they have nothing to hide. 
T’hey make plans for their trip, will continue again after a good night s sleep. i 
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! j Miscoido mils rom ocod wMMtt do not mind using auto camps for im- 

' moral purposes, but they do not like being seen; hence the secrecy, the furtive- 

ness, the running from car to cabin for an interlude of fun, not to rest. 









pU^pefy left 

♦heir 'four-willed haven.^eft -tKTshade up. dis- 
near sihe window to learn -whether 
■one snoticed them -except the 
it not properly made 
a clean -sheet will 
rcold running water, -no other 
.^CLICK'S researchers found their 
hour, a knock came at the door, 


:^kciV-iEY *WERE ALONE, ^CLICK'S 
-■on the light -in 
Splayed a bottle /of liquor 
*fs?they would be restrained. 4N0 
isss&troiling photographer. liNote that -the bed 
.... ;aj p for.a •night's'sleepi as soon as. they leave, 

^tireplace /the .used one. /There Is 
* 4 ^oonveniences in the tiny room, 
i^^pnvacy *Hort»iived. tAfter one 
-followed bv a quen/if the cabin was ready for new 
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